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To celebrate the scientific contributions of our late colleague and mentor, Watt 
W. Webb, we invite contributions from the areas of biophysics that motivated 
his remarkable career, especially theoretical development and application of 
fluorescence correlation spectroscopy and multiphoton microscopy, as well  
as the approaches inspired by these methods, including single-molecule  
spectroscopy and super-resolution imaging.

Webb, who passed away in 2020, had a profound impact on biomolecular  
spectroscopy and microscopy. Along with colleagues, he was responsible for  
inventing methods, such as fluorescence correlation spectroscopy and multi-
photon microscopy, that are now ubiquitous tools in laboratories around the 
world. In addition to developing the theoretical basis and basic implementation of these methods, he also applied them to a 
broad range of challenging biological systems from DNA sequencing at the single-molecule level to membrane phase separa-
tion to metabolic imaging of brain slices. His scientific creativity and rigor were matched by his ability to bring out the best in his 
graduate students and postdocs by cultivating a laboratory environment that encouraged exploration and independence. Over 
his 60 years, he mentored several generations of scientists who have gone on to make their own seminal contributions to the 
field of biophysics.
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