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The Future of Biophysics
Burroughs Wellcome
Fund Symposium

The Biophysical Society is pleased to announce that the 2010 Annual Meet-
ing will feature a new symposium that will highlight the work of rising
young stars whose work is at the interface of the physical and life sciences.
The 2010 speakers, listed below, were selected by the Program Committee
for their work in areas that demonstrate the incredible potential of future
scientific research. Funding for the symposium is provided by the Bur-
roughs Wellcome Fund, which has a long history of providing support to
scientists early in their careers.

Margaret Gardel, University of Chicago
Ryohei Yasuda, Duke University
Jonas Korlach , Pacific Biosciences, California
Pierre-Jean Corringer, Pasteur Institute, Paris

The Future of Biophysics Symposium, chaired by the 2010 Program
Committee Chair 7aekjip Ha, will be held in San Francisco on Monday,
February 22, 10:45amM—12:45prM.

2011 Program Committee
Begins Planning

The 2011 Program Committee, chaired by Jamie Wil-
liamson of Scripps Research Institute, has already started
developing the program for the 2011 meeting, which
will be held in Baltimore, Maryland, March 5-9, 2011.
Williamson will present the program for approval to
Council when it meets in San Francisco in February.
The 2011 Program Committee members are Steven Box-
er, Stanford University; Michael Cahalan, University of
California, Irvine; Nynke Dekker, Delft University of Technology; Ken Dill,
University of California, San Francisco; Steven Gross, University of Califor-
nia, Irvine; Zaekjip Ha, University of Illinois, Urbana—Champaign; Doug-
las Rees, CalTech; Frances Separovic, University of Melbourne; and Clare
Waterman, National Institutes of Health.

Jamie Williamson
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Biophysicist in
Profile

Iréne Revenko

“My career is somewhat unusual,” says Irene Revenko, Application Scientist
for Asylum Research in Santa Barbara, California. “I work for a company that
manufactures very specific types of microscopes, and my degrees did not prepare
me for this type of career.”

Revenko believes that she was born for science. She remembers being “deeply
intrigued and interested” by fourth-grade educational videos on biology. By the
time she was in high school, she recognized that a math and science path would
open doors for her future education in her native France. “Students who do well
in science can pretty much apply for any school” she explains.

She chose Claude Bernard University, Lyon, to study to become a medical
biologist, but decided along the way that she also wanted to do research. “Biol-
ogy is great, but I also like technology.” A professor introduced her to newly
emerging Atomic Force Microscopy (AFM). From that time forward, AFM was
central to her study and work.

Fabienne Rajas, now Permanent Researcher for Inserm, recalls, “I met Irene
at the beginning of her career in cell biology, when she joined our lab in Lyon
in 1992. She was a hard worker, always enthusiastic, and always with a smile.
She was working on collagen structure and started using the atomic force micro-
scope. Now she is a world specialist of this sophisticated technology.”

Throughout her 16 years of study for two undergraduate degrees, an MS, an
MD, and a PhD, Revenko gave little thought to working in industry. Her goals
were to teach in a university, do research, and work in a hospital. During the
course of her education, she did do research, worked in hospitals while doing
medical internship and clinical pathology, and taught cell biology, molecular bi-
ology and genetics at a private school. Yet, when she completed her PhD thesis,
“Applications of Atomic Force Microscopy in Biology,” industry offered her the
opportunity that best satisfied her personal needs and professional aspirations.

Revenko has since turned down a “dream” university teaching job. She still
finds that amazing, but she has no regrets. “People who work in academia some-
times consider industrial people as the ‘bad guys’ who just want to make mon-
ey, she observes. “But in the right company, you can still have a lot of freedom
to use all your creativity and perform important service.”

Revenko acknowledges that working in industry requires making some sacri-
fices, such as the prestige of working in academia. “You no longer hold the hon-
ored title of ‘professor,’ and you lose the rewards and energy of teaching young,
motivated students. But you can find other rewards. You also give up university
politics, difficult students, a lot of time writing grants and worrying about fund-
ing, and not having enough time to both do research and teach well.”

In her position, Revenko still teaches a lot. She likes educating people from
different scientific and cultural backgrounds and using her experience in AFM
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and biology to help them utilize AFM in their
own research.

Csilla Gergely, biophysics professor at Mont-
pellier University, values the service Revenko
provided when her lab acquired the MFP-3D
AFM from Asylum Research. “Iréne came to
our institute to teach us how to utilize this in-
strument for biological applications. She went
well beyond expected training duty, continu-
ing to guide us later from California. Iréne’s
availability, fast response, professionalism, and
expertise are exceptional.” Three years later,
they are more than client and service provider;
they are friends.

“Teaching forces me to stay up to date all the
time in biology, in all microscopy techniques
and nanotechnologies in general,” says Reven-
ko. To keep from getting lost in the abundance
of information available, she chooses Biophys-
ical Society resources as her primary reference
center. “This [B]] is the journal I read in prior-
ity, the meeting I will go to if I have to choose.”
Talks and posters at the BPS meeting provide
crucial information about what researchers are
doing in the field, so she can stay in a cutting-
edge position to help people who call her.

Exhibiting at the Biophysical Society An-
nual Meeting gives her company the oppor-
tunity to educate attendees about the latest
improvements in technology and techniques.
Biophysicists of this scientific level are likely
users of the instruments sold by the company.

Asylum Research recently announced that
Revenko will be sent to France for a year to
strengthen support for French-speaking us-
ers of atomic force/scanning probe micros-
copy (AFM/SPM). Rajas is delighted. Over
the years, she and Revenko have maintained
the friendship begun while they were lab col-
leagues and also shared a passion for scuba
diving. “The last diving we did together was
the day after Irene’s wedding. I'm very im-
patient to spend some time with her and
her family!”

Revenko is married to Roger Proksch, co-
founder and now President of Asylum Re-
search. They met when both were in the same
lab as postdocs at the University of California,

Santa Barbara. He was a physicist and she a
biologist, so they approached problems dif-
ferently. “When using AFM to observe DNA
molecules,” Revenko says, “I worked to get
high-resolution images of my sample, and he
was totally focused on how the microscope
probe was behaving while scanning the sample!
That’s when I realized how scientists from dif-
ferent backgrounds are so complementary and
how they need to learn each other’s languages
to be able to communicate and have a fruitful
collaboration.”

“Iréne is insightful, focused, and immense-
ly practical,” Proksch
says. Once when they
needed collagen sam-
ples for high-resolution
microscopy  research,
he had paged through
supply catalogs and
networked with col-
leagues, looking for a
sample. “Meanwhile, in
the space of about three
minutes, Iréne had
found a mouse that our
cat, Minou, had killed,
performed surgery (on the mouse),
and presented me with a wonder-
ful set of ‘native’ collagen samples
we used in a number of presenta-
tions and publications. Now I ac-
knowledge Minou as our collabora-
tor, t0o.”

Revenko and her husband
have a 12-year-old daughter and
a 9-year-old son. As parents, she
says, they try to teach them mainly
two things: to be respectful of others and to
think critically.

In addition to spending time with her fam-
ily, Revenko relaxes by running regularly, read-

ing biographies, and practicing extreme sports
such as paragliding. Proksch says that she is as
intense a competitor as she is in the lab, plac-
ing second and third in the paragliding nation-
als the last two times she competed. She also
teaches paragliding.
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Iréne Revenko paragliding over
Santa Barbara, California.
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Career Workshops

Moving on from Your Postdoctoral Position: Negotiating the Transition
Sunday, February 21, 1:00-2:30 M
This popular session, hosted by the Early Careers Committee, will provide advice on
how to find a permanent position after your postdoctoral training. Panel members
will include representatives from academia and industry.

Graduate Student to Postdoc: Negotiating the Transition
Monday, February 22, 1:00-2:30 pm

After great success last year, the Early Careers Committee brings back this panel in
which current postdocs will compare their experiences in choosing a postdoctoral
position and take questions from the audience about the process of moving from
graduate student to postdoc.

Career Roundtable Luncheon
Sunday, February 21, 12:00-2:00 rm

This roundtable career luncheon, hosted by CPOW, is aimed at helping attendees,
particularly those early in their careers, navigate the complex waters of a faculty-
level research career. Popular topics include conflict resolution, how to establish a
successful collaboration, where to look for alternative research funding, and how to
select a good group of mentors for career development. Approximately one dozen
established investigators with expertise in one or more of the discussion areas and
a keen desire to mentor participate in this event. The luncheon begins with each
table holding a roundtable discussion on a given topic. It ends with a representative
from each table summarizing the responses to their particular topic, providing a fo-
rum for all participants to learn from each roundtable discussion. Pre-registration is
required and fee includes a box lunch. Registration form may be found at
www.biophysics.org.

Biophysical Society Newsletter, December 2009
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Career Workshops (continued)

Postdoc to Faculty Q & A: Transitions Forum and Luncheon
Tuesday, February 23, 12:00-2:00 rm

CPOW is sponsoring a ‘Question and Answer’ luncheon designed for those finishing
their postdocs and actively applying for academic faculty positions. New faculty and
recently tenured faculty in basic science and/or medical school departments will lead
the discussion, as well as experienced senior level faculty who have served as chairs of
departments and/or of faculty search committees. Topics for discussion will include
how to prepare the curriculum vitae, the interview process, how to negotiate the job
offer, and advice for new faculty as they balance research with their departmental
obligations. Pre-registration is required and fee includes a box lunch. Registration
form may be found at www.biophysics.org.

If I Knew Then What I Know Now: Panel Discussion
Monday, February 22, 2:30-3:30 pm

This session, sponsored by CPOW, will pres-
ent a panel of tenured faculty who will discuss
their path to success and the issues they en-
countered.

Speakers
Dorothy Beckett, University of Maryland,
College Park
Jack Kaplan, University of Illinois, Chicago
Merritt Maduke, Stanford University
Dan Minor, University of California,
San Francisco

Merritt Maduke Dan Minor

Annual Meeting Sponsors

The Biophysical Society would like to thank the sponsors listed below for their generous
support of our Annual Meeting. The list includes sponsors as of October 15, 2009.

Burroughs Wellcome Fund
Asylum Research
Photon Technology International
Mad City Labs, Inc.
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Satellite Meeting

Drug Discovery for Ion Channels X
Friday, February 19, 2010
Pre-registration deadline: Friday, January 15, 2010

Sponsored by MDS Analytical Technologies, Sophion Bioscience, Cellectricon, Inc.,
Chan'lest Corporation, and Nanion Technologies, GMBH.

Ion channels are an important class of therapeutic drug targets, and mutations in ion channel genes are
found to be responsible for an increasing number of diseases. While conventional electrophysiological
techniques permit the most detailed and direct study of ion channel function, they are limited due to
the manual nature of the method and their low throughput. Because of this, ion channels remain an
underrepresented target class for drug discovery. But the advent of automated electrophysiological sys-
tems with higher throughput has begun to revolutionize ion channel drug discovery. This symposium
focuses on the emerging technology of automated electrophysiology and how it is changing the face of
ion channel drug discovery. Speakers from industry and academia will discuss the development and po-
tential of these new technologies, present experimental results obtained using these systems and discuss
the impact these technologies are having on ion channel drug discovery. For more information and to
register, please visit www.biophysics.org.

Keynote Lecture
Ehud Isacoff, University of California, Berkeley

Additional program information to be announced.

Assistant Professor Position in Experimental Biophysics
The George Washington University

The Physics Department at The George Washington University invites applications for a tenure-track posi-
tion as assistant professor in experimental biophysics starting in the Fall of 2010. Current biophysics research
topics in the Department include experimental efforts focusing on measurement and modification of cells
by scanning probe microscopy and theoretical efforts centering on structural modeling of biomolecules and
statistical and computational study of bionetworks and biocomplexity. Basic Qualifications: Applicants must
have a Ph.D. in physics, biophysics, or a closely related discipline, a published research record in experimen-
tal biophysics, and a demonstrated potential to teach effectively at both undergraduate and graduate levels.
Preferred Qualifications: Preference will be given to an individual whose research complements our current
experimental biophysics program, promotes collaborations with our current theoretical efforts, and strength-
ens our cross-campus interdisciplinary education and research initiatives in quantitative systems biology.
More information about the Department can be found at http://www.phys.gwu.edu. Application Procedure:
To be considered, applicants should forward an application package (curriculum vitae, research plan, teaching
statement), and arrange to have at least three letters of reference sent to Prof. Chen Zeng, Chair of the Search
Committee, Physics Department, The George Washington University, 725 21st Street NW, Washington, DC
20052. Electronic submission (as pdf files) is encouraged, at the email address ebp@gwu.edu. Review of
applications will begin on January 4, 2010 and continue until the position is filled. Only complete applications
will be considered. The George Washington University is an equal-opportunity/affirmative-action employer.

Biophysical Society Newsletter, December 2009




Structure and Function
of Intrinsically Disordered
Proteins

Peter Tompa

Hungarian Academy of Sciences,
Budapest

Catalog no. C7892, November 2009
c. 359 pp., ISBN: 978-1-4200-7892-3
$99-954/£63-99 $79.96 / £51.19

FLIM Microscopy in
Biology and Medicine
Edited by

Ammasi Periasamy
University of Virginia, Charlottesville, USA

Robert M. Clegg
University of lllinois, Urbana, USA

Catalog no. C7890, July 2009

472 pp., ISBN: 978-1-4200-7890-9
$99.95-/£63.99 $79.96 / £51.19
Engineering Genetic
Circuits

Chris J. Myers
University of Utah, Salt Lake City, USA

Catalog no. 3244, July 2009
306 pp., ISBN: 978-1-4200-8324-8
$69-05-+£44-99 $55.96 / £35.99

New Biophysics Books

from

CRC Press

Taylor & Francis Group

_ Chapman & Hall /CRC
Mathematical and Computational Biology Seri

ENGINEERING GENETIC
CIRCUITS

FLIM MICROsCcOPpY

1IN

BIOLOGY awo MEDICINE
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of Intrinscially Disordered Proteins

EDITED py
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Enter promo code 553LM when you order online

to receive a 20% discount.
Offer expires 1/15/2010
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Biophysical Society 54" Annual Meeting
—San Francisco, California, February 20—24, 2010—

W,

Sunday, February 21, 2010
1:00-3:00 pm

Institutional Registration

Come participate in the Graduate & Postdoc Institution Fair at the Biophysical Society 54" Annuall
Meeting. Highlight your leading graduate training programs and fellowship opportunities in Biophysics!

Don’t miss this opportunity to reach the largest gathering of undergraduate students and postocs inter-
ested in perusing careers in biophysics in the world.

At this fair be prepared to:

k Meet undergraduate students & postdocs eager to learn about graduate training programs and
fellowship opportunities in biophysics

* Convey to students why biophysics is one of the hottest fields in research science

* Explain how a career in biophysics can lead to fulfilling careers in academia, industry, medical
centers, and government Registration form located on back.

Registration from is located on back.

The event, sponsored by the Education Committee, aims to introduce undergraduates and
provide postdocs with an opportunity to seek in programs & careers in biophysics.

For more information, visit http://www.biophysics.org/2010 meeting

See you in San Francisco!!!

Bionhvsical Societv. 9650 Rockville Pike. Bethesda. MD 20814




Society Donors

The Society gratefully acknowledges the 2009 members who made donations to the Society programs.
The names of all the donors are listed below. Donations allow for the growth each year in Student and
International Travel Grants, Public Affairs, Awards, and other outreach activities that could not otherwise

be undertaken.

$100-$300

Armstrong, Clay
Ashmore, Jonathan
Blaustein, Mordecai

Brown, Henry
Caspar, Donald
Cheung, Herbert
Cross, Timothy
Crothers, Donald
Discher, Dennis
Eaton, William
Haines, Thomas
Harvey, Stephen
Ludescher, Richard
Nogales, Eva
Nordenskiold, Lars
Olson, John
Piston, David
Randall, Cynthia
Reedy, Michael
Reporter, Minocher
Stass, Dmitri
Stauffacher, Cynthia
Yount, Ralph

$50-$99

Aebi, Ueli

Banaszak, Leonard
Bidasee, Keshore
Bollensdorff, Christian
Breslow, Esther

Bullitt, Esther

Burton, Alice

Chen, Xiongwen
Chernomordik, Leonid
Chin, Jean

Clark, Eloise

Cohen, Carolyn
Correa, Ana

Gough, Craig
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Holloway, Peter
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Izu, Leighton
Jacobs, Donald
Jakes, Karen
Juszczak, Laura
Kimura, Junko
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Kutchai, Howard
Lee, Jong-Kook
Licht, Stuart
Lymn, Richard
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Meyer, E Gerald
Mindell, Joseph
Moore, Edwin
Sheu, Shey-Shing
Sinsheimer, Robert
Staros, James
Sukharev, Sergei
Tigyi, Jozsef
Torok, Katalin
Toth, Judit

Visser, Antonie
Woodbury, J. Walter
Zimmer, Thomas

Under $50

Abdellatif, Yasser
Adelstein, Robert
Akabas, Myles
Akhavan, Ramin
Akhremitchev, Boris
Albert, Arlene
Aleman, Elvin
Alvarez, Osvaldo
Alvarez de Toledo, Guillermo
Amberg, Gregory
Amuzescu, Bogdan
Andersen, Jens
Ansevin, Allen

Arguello, Jose
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Arreola, Jorge
Aulabaugh, Ann
Bagatolli, Luis
Baginski, Maciej
Bahar, Ivet

Banda, Phillip
Barkley, Mary
Barsky, Daniel
Baumgartner, Werner
Beaumont, Jacques
Berg, Howard
Berger, Robert
Bergo, Vladislav
Berman, Helen
Bertram, Richard
Betzel, Christian
Beuning, Penny
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Blackman, Carl
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Brewood, Greg
Bridges, Robert
Brockman, Howard
Brodsky, Barbara
Bronner, Felix
Brown, Daniel
Burton, Kevin
Buscaglia, Robert
Caldovic, Ljubica
Campbell, Bruce
Cappuccio, Jenny
Castaneda, Carlos
Cates, Susan
Chan, Sunney
Cheng, Chao-Min
Christini, David
Collins, Anthony
Connamacher, Robert
Cooke, Ian
Copello, Julio
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Coutinho, Ana
Creamer, Trevor
Curtis, Adam
Czech, Michael
Dalziel, Julie

David, Miren
Davidoff, Amy

De Almeida, Rodrigo
Deamer, David
Deem, Michael
DeLauder, Saundra
Delgado-Charro, M.Begona
Delpon, Eva
Demontis, Gian Carlo
Denoth, Jachen
DiBenedetto, Emmanuele
Dilger, James

Ding, Jiu-Ping
Disalvo, Edgardo
Dissing, Steen
Dowben,Robert
Dreizen, Paul
Dyson, Jane
Egelman, Edward
Eichhorn, Gunther
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Gershenson, Anne
Gerwert, Klaus
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Gilmour, Robert
Glazier, James
Goldman, Lawrence
Goni Urcelay, Felix
Gonzalez Gallego, Teresa
Gonzalez-Damian, Javier
Gopal, Srinivasa
Grabe, Michael
Grage, Stephan
Greaser, Marion
Green, Michael
Greenfield, Norma
Gropper, Arthur
Grottesi, Alessandro
Guia, Antonio
Guilford, William
Gummer, Anthony
Guy, Homer
Hakobyan, Davit
Hall, Carol

Hallett, F.
Hamilton, James
Hantgan, Roy
Harper, Paul
Harrington, John
Helliwell, Ray
Hellmann, Nadja
Helrich, Carl
Henriques, Vera
Hernandez Hernandez, Leonardo
Hingerty, Brian
Ho, Chien

Holtzer, Marilyn
Holtzer, Alfred
Holzwarth, George
Horkay, Ferenc
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Howell, P Lynne
Hu, Xiaofang
Huang, Yao-Te
Huxley, Hugh
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Irving, Thomas
Ishihara, Keiko

Ito, Takashi
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Jacobson, Kenneth
Jafri, Mohsin
James, Andrew
Janmey, Paul
Jen-Jacobson, Linda
Jimenez, Ralph

Jin, J-P

Johnson, Jared
Jonas, Elizabeth
Jordan, Peter
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Mclntosh, Thomas
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McKnight, C. James
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Public Affairs

New Ag Institute Launched

The United States Department of Agriculture
launched a new research institute on October
1: the National Institute of Food and Agri-
culture (NIFA).  NIFA, which replaces the
former Cooperative State Research, Educa-
tion and Extension Service (CSREE), will be
responsible for USDA’s extramural research
grants program. Roger Beachy, former presi-
dent of the Donal Danforth Plant Science
Center in St. Louis, is serving as the Director.
NIFA was established by the Food, Conser-
vation, and Energy Act of 2008.  Congress
has recognized the new Institute with a total
of $1.3 billion ($808 million of that is for re-
search) for fiscal year (FY) 2010, 10% more
than CSREE received in 2009. The goal is
for USDA to develop a strong extramural re-
search program base on competitive awards.
Congressionally direct projects, sometimes
referred to as earmarks, funded by NIFA de-
creased 10% between 2008 and 2009. Fifteen
percent of the NIFA’s budget currently goes
towards earmarked projects.

2009 Stimulus Spending
Report

Preliminary data on how the NIH has spent
stimulus funding provided by the Ameri-
can Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009
(ARRA) is available on the NIH website. Ac-
cording to the document posted on October
26, nearly 60% of ARRA funds are supporting
“new science,” while nearly 40% are “accelerat-
ing the science of existing projects.” The report
also estimates that “approximately 50,000 jobs
will be created or retained,” though “the num-
ber of jobs will fluctuate over time as projects
are initiated, become fully operational and
reach completion.” Approximately 31% of
the awards made with stimulus funds in FY

F

2009 (3,895 awards totaling $1.43 billion)
are for previously reviewed applications that
were unpaid prior to ARRA; 11.2% (1,436
awards totaling $1.15 billion) support new
ARRA competing projects; and 44.5% (5,687
awards totaling $1.51 billion) are administra-
tive supplements. The full report is available
at:  http://report.nih.gov/PDF/Preliminary_
NIH_ARRA_FY2009_Funding.pdf.

Federal Appropriations
Update

The House and Senate have approved a mea-
sure that extends the current continuing reso-
lution through December 18, while Congress
completes work on the remaining FY 2010
appropriations bills. The continuing resolu-
tion temporarily keeps NIH, NSE and other
parts of the federal government operating at
FY 2009 funding levels. Lawmakers attached
the new Continuing Resolution (CR) to the
conference agreement for the FY 2010 Inte-
rior-Environment appropriations bill (H.R.
2996).

As of November 2, Congress had sent five
spending bills to the President, and two bills
were in House-Senate negotiations. The Senate
had yet to consider the five other bills, includ-
ing the FY 2010 Labor-HHS-Education ap-
propriations bill (H.R. 3293) that would fund
NIH. According to press reports, the Demo-
cratic leadership is considering combining the
remaining spending bills into one package to
speed passage.

NHLBI Director Nabel to
Step Down

NIH National Heart, Lung, and Blood In-
stitute Director Betsy Nabel, MD, announced
on October 22 that she plans to leave NIH to
become President and CEO of Brigham and
Women'’s/Faulkner Hospitals in Boston, effec-
tive January 1, 2010.
been named as of November 2.

A successor had not
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Negotiating the
Transition—
Spotlight Industry

Prepared by Damien Samways
and Susy Kohout

This is the second article reporting on the 2009
Early Careers Committee panel held at the
Biophysical Society meeting in Boston entitled
Negotiating the Transition: Differences Between
Academia and Industry. The first article, which
appeared in the September newsletter, sum-
marized questions raised by the audience and
answered by two industry panelists. This ar-
ticle focuses on the questions for the academic
panelists and their responses.

The two academic panelists were abelle
Marcotte, Assistant Professor, Department of
Chemistry, Université du Québec a Montréal,
Canada, and Aldrin Gomes, Assistant Professor,
Department of Neurobiology, Physiology &
Behavior, University of California, Davis.

Q. What factors are important to con-
sider when deciding between an academic or
industry career?

Both panelists agreed that working in a field
they enjoyed made all the difference in their
careers. Clearly, grant writing is an important,
as well as time-consuming, responsibility for
academic research. However, adequate start-up
funds give new investigators time to establish
their laboratories before needing further re-
search support.

Q. How easy is it to transition from in-
dustry into academia?

Industry and academia have different work-
ing environments and many elements of train-
ing are not common to both career paths. Gen-

erally, the longer you stay on one of these career
paths, the more difficult it can be to transition
to the other. That said, a highly successful sci-
entist on one career path can sometimes use this
as leverage to make such a transition easier.

Q. How much bench work versus other
responsibilities can one expect in an aca-
demic path?

One of the panelists spends little time at the
bench now. In the beginning, however, a large
portion of this panelist’s time was needed in the
lab, setting up equipment and training the in-
coming lab members. Having established the
laboratory, more of this panelist’s time is spent
writing grants, managing the research projects
and lab personnel, teaching, and networking.
Finding people to trust with the everyday run-
ning of the lab, such as training, is important.

The other panelist has a different routine.
Writing is also a major responsibility, but this
panelist endeavors to spend two hours in the
lab every day. Time management is key to ac-
complishing that goal. Good time manage-
ment allows the freedom to mix and match
one’s daily schedule while still completing all
one’s responsibilities.

Q. When applying for an academic posi-
tion, how can one know what is a “good fit”
(i.e., is this particular department appropri-
ate for my skills)?

Before applying, research both the institu-
tion and the department to help determine
whether the position is appropriate or not. If
the advertisement for the position does not
provide enough details, don’t be afraid to make
inquiries by email.

It is also important to consider that de-
partments are often merging, or have imple-
mented cross-discipline initiatives focusing
on particular research goals. These places are
often looking for high-quality candidates who
will think outside the box. A broad scientific
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base should be considered an asset, not
a liability.

If teaching is a consideration, make
sure to inquire about the teaching load
and how teaching is expected to fit
into your responsibilities along with
your research.  Also, determine what
courses you are comfo rable teaching and
apply to those departments.

Q. During the job search process,
how does one prepare for the inter-
view?

There are many aspects to the inter-
view process. Your research presentation
needs to be geared toward a broad audi-
ence. “Chalk talks” are not as common
as they used to be, and you should ask
whether this is expected.

Research those professors you are go-
ing to meet and search for some com-
mon ground. Pointing out common
ground between your research and their
will make your position stronger in re-
search. Personality and enthusiasm are
also important factors. Those interview-
ing you will become your coworkers, so
their ability to work with you will make
a difference in their decisions.

One of three panelists transitioned
into a tenure-track professor position
through a research scientist position and
believes that those intermediate positions
eased the transition into a professor po-
sition. Coming in with an independent
funding source, such as a K99 award,
is also a terrific advantage in the cur-
rent climate. Applying for independence
transition awards is highly encouraged,
although they are highly competitive.

TOU oS

Endowed Chair in Biophysics

The Department of Physics and Astronomy at Texas Christian
University invites applications for the Moncrief Endowed Chair
in the area of biophysics at the Associate or Full Professor
level. The successful candidate will be expected to teach
undergraduate and graduate physics courses, advice PhD
candidates, and conduct an independent, vigorous, and funded
research program. We expect that the Chair holder will lead
the future growth of the Department in the area of biophysics.
Special consideration will be given to candidates specializing in
nano-biophysics. Current related research areas in the
Department include nanosize material science, spectroscopy,
and theoretical physics.

Applicants should have a PhD degree in Physics, a strong
record of achievement in biophysics research, a consistent
record of external support, and a commitment to excellence in
undergraduate and graduate teaching and outreach.
Interested applicants should send their curriculum vitae, a list
of publications, a research statement, a statement on teaching
philosophy, and complete contact information of at least three
professional references electronically to m.yates@tcu.edu.

Review of applications will begin soon after January 1 and will
continue until the position is filled. TCU is an equal opportunity
employer. Women and minorities are strongly encouraged to
apply.

TCU Box 298840, Fort Worth, TX 76129

Biophysical Society Job Board

Do you have a job opening at your
institution or company? Are you looking for
a job in biophysics?

Visit the Job Board on the Biophysical Society web-
site at www.biophysics.org. Members receive reduced
rates for posting jobs online as well as the capability
to search over 500 résumés from job seekers with a
background in biophysics. Job candidates can post
résumés online at no cost and search for jobs related
to their fields of study.

For questions or assistance with posting jobs
or résumés on the Society Job Board please con-
tact Alisha Yocum at 301-634-7789 or by email at
ayocum@biophysics.org.
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Summer Course in Biophysics:
Case Studies in the Physics of Life

May 19-August 6, 2010
— University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill

f

Biophysical Society

Application deadline: March 5, 2010

Intense 11-week course includes:

* Receive credits towards undergraduate degree
¢ Lectures and seminars

¢ Discussion sessions

* Mentored research experience

¢ Team-building activities & field trips

Prerequisites:

* Studying quantitative science: chemistry,
physics, biochemistry, computer science

* 2 semesters of biology and calculus-level physics

* 1 semester of biology (strongly recommended,
not required)

* 3.0 cumulative or higher GPA in science courses

Scholarship offers:

¢ Paid tuition

* Paid room & board

e Text books

* Travel Gant

* Stipend for living expenses

Have the opportunity to experience:

*  Graduate school curriculum and demands

*  Working in a university research lab

*  Working 1-on-1 with biophysics graduate &
Ph.D. students & senior scientists

Must be a minority undergraduate student residing in the U.S. or citizen of U.S.,
or Canadian Aboriginal undergraduate student.

For more information and to apply, go to:
http://www.biophysics.org/2010SummerCourse/tabid/898/Default.aspx

9650 Rockville Pike, Bethesda, MD 20814 ® Phone: 301-634-7114  Fax: 301-634-7133 ® society@biophysics.org ® www.biophysics.org
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9650 Rockville Pike
Bethesda, Maryland 20814-3998

Upcoming Events

January 9-10, 2010

Protein Folding Dynamics, Gordon Research Seminar
Ventura, California
http://www.grc.org/meetings.aspx?year=2010

January 10-15, 2010

Keystone Symposia on Molecular and Cellular Biology
Snowbird, Utah
hetp://www.keystonesymposia.org/10A5

April 5-8, 2010

4th Joint Symposium on Computational Medical Physics
Houston, Texas
http://www.new.ans.org/meetings/c_3
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April 15-18, 2010

53rd Annual Meeting of the Canadian Society of
Biochemistry, Molecular and Cellular Biology

Alberta, Canada
http://www.csbmcb.ca/meetings/53rd_Annual_Meeting.
aspx

June 18-20, 2010

The 4th International Conference on Bioinformatics and
Biomedical Engineering (iCBBE)

Chengdu, China
http://www.icbbe.org/2010/Home.aspx

Please visit http://www.biophysics.org for a complete list of upcoming events.



