
Biophysics education is inherently interdisciplinary. Graduate programs around the world have stepped up to tackle this interdis-
ciplinarity and established programs to train and educate future leaders in the field and make it accessible to students entering 
with undergraduate training from multiple entry points. Biophysics degrees can be awarded as specializations within other 
departmental programs or as stand-alone degree-granting tracks. In the United States, many of these programs are supported 
by federal training grants. In this special issue of The Biophysicist, we will highlight the variety of training models currently in use. 
In doing so, we aim to showcase how institutional, demographic, and geographic differences lead to innovative solutions for 
students and how the shared goal of providing outstanding graduate training in biophysics is achieved.

We anticipate that the “take home messages” from this special issue will help disseminate critical practices for graduate training 
in biophysics and what it takes to establish, grow, and effectively sustain such an effort.

Possible topics to be included:

•	 How does one establish a graduate biophysics training program in the context of traditional curricula from siloed disciplines?

•	 How can programs enhance trainee awareness and understanding of the range of career options available to students and 
postdoctoral researchers, including faculty tracks at various institution types and careers in national laboratories, biotech, 
entrepreneurship, science policy, and science communication, among others?

•	 How should one design training for student cohorts entering the program with diverse (and sometimes orthogonal)  
academic backgrounds?

•	 How does one assess the success of a training program beyond traditional metrics of published papers and immediate  
academic placements?

•	 How are programs maintaining resilience in the face of a changing funding landscape, diminished public trust in science,  
and changing outlooks on academic careers?

This special issue seeks to bring together different approaches to graduate training across the United States and the world with a 
specific focus on program design and implementation.

Why would an author feel compelled to contribute and why would a reader choose to engage with these articles?

Training grants are enormous work for program directors and leaders in biophysics education. Institutional knowledge about 
these programs often remains buried within the extensive Research Performance Progress Reports, tables, and data generat-
ed by staff and educators who run these programs. Documenting the successes and lessons learned through a peer-reviewed 
publication in a thematic issue of The Biophysicist brings to light the intellectual work that underpins these efforts. This issue will 
provide a platform through the Biophysical Society, and the community of readership around The Biophysicist can tell the story of 
why these programs are important to the field, to science, and to society writ large. Most importantly, the editors of The Biophys-
icist hope that these articles will spark an ongoing conversation, not just about where we have been in the area of biophysics 
graduate education, but where we need to go to position the field for ongoing success, where biophysicists will continue to solve 
some of the most important and vexing problems in the physics of life and health sciences.

Prospective authors should read the Information for Authors on the journal Web page and submit via the journal submission site. 
Pre-submission inquiries can be addressed to thebiophysicist@biophysics.org.
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