OFFICERS
President

Barry R. Lentz

University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill
President-Elect

Joseph Falke

University of Colorado
Past-President

Steven M. Block

Stanford University
Secretary

Ruth A. Altschuld

Obhio State University Medical Center
Treasurer

Mordecai P. Blaustein

University of Maryland School of Medicine
Executive Officer

Rosalba Kampman

Biophysical Society, Bethesda

COUNCIL
Paul Axelsen
Richard G. Brennan
Ben de Kruijff
Ana Maria Gomez
Steven Gross
Kathleen Hall
Eric Jakobsson
Dorothee Kern
Jennifer Lippincott-Schwartz
Stephen L. Mayo
Tobias Meyer
Ruth Nussinov
Diane M. Papazian
Nils O. Peterson
David Piston
Rajini Rao
Lynne Regan
Gregory Reinhart
Suzanne Scarlata
R. John Solaro
Paul R. Selvin
Lynmarie K. Thompson

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Awards
W. David Wilson
Finance
Mordecai P. Blaustein
Nominating
Stephen H. White
Membership
Susan Gilbert
Professional Development
Richard D. Ludescher
Early Careers
Tharin Blumenschein
Education
Richard D. Ludescher
International Relations
Ligia G. Toro de Stefani
Minority Affairs
Ishita Mukerji
Professional Opportunities
for Women (CPOW)
Kathleen Giangiacomo
Publications
David Piston
Public Affairs
Mary Dicky Barkley, Co-chair
Ken Dill, Co-chair

BIOPHYSICAL JOURNAL
Editor
Robert Callender

f

9650 Rockville Pike, Bethesda, Maryland 20814-3998

Phone: (301) 634-7114 Fax: (301) 634-7133 .

E-mail: society@biophysics.org Web: http://www.biophysics.org/ Bi 0 p hys I ca I S OCiety

September 19, 2006

Joe Barton, Chairman

House Energy and Commerce Committee
Rayburn Building, Room 2125
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Barton:

On behalf of the Biophysical Society, | am writing to express our support for the
National Institutes of Health Reform Act of 2006. We very much appreciate your
leadership in creating a bill that will give the NIH the flexibility it needs to
address pressing public health needs and opportunities, while also maintaining the
independence of the Institutes and Centers.

We thank you for authorizing increases to the NIH budget for the next three years,
and for institutionalizing the Director’s common fund, which will give the NIH
leadership freedom to explore new scientific opportunities as they arise.

In addition, we very much appreciate your the inclusion of the Bridging the
Sciences Demonstration Program in Section 9 of the Act. Improving health
outcomes for the nation requires an investment in not only biological research, but
also in physical, mathematical, and computational sciences. While the payoff for
medicine is often several years away for thistype of research, it isstill avital part
of the enterprise and necessary to invest in for the future health of the nation’s
citizens. The demonstration program is an important step towards advancing this
research and the life-saving discoveriesit could generate.

Thank you for your leadership and support for the NIH. Please let us know how
we can be helpful in advancing this legislation.

Sincerely,

Barry Lentz,
President



